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1. Name of Property

historic name

other names/site number

J. G. AND REGINA LONG HOUSE AT MAPLE GROVE HILL FARM

Maple Hill Farm

2. Location

street & number ________1/2 mile west of Monroe city limits on County Road F70

city or town _____________Monroe____________________________________

state Iowa code IA___ county Jasper, code 099 zip code

N/A not for publication 

X vicinity

50170

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this (X nomination 
_ request for determination of eligibility) meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Jj( meets _ does not rnaet) the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant (_ nationally 

stBtey/ide_X locally)//JL/Sen .contijiruation sheet-for/additiona.! comments,at
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (_ meets _ does not meet) the National Register criteria. (_ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby/certify that the property is : 

x/entered in the National Register.
_ See continuation sheet. 

_ determined eligible for the.
National Register
_ See continuation sheet 

_ determined not eligible for the
National Register 

_ removed from the National
Register.
Other, (Explain)

Date of Action



J. G. and Reeina Long House Jasper County. Iowa
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many lines as apply)

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one line)

X buildings(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
1

1

2

Noncontributing

2

2

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC, Single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC. Single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

ITALIANATE_________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE____

walls WOOD

roof . 

other

ASPHALT
BRICK

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



J. G. and Regina Long House
Name of Property

Jasper County. Iowa
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" on one or more lines for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)
_ A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" on all the lines that apply) 
Property is:

_ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

_ D a cemetery.

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

_ F a commemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE_____

Period of Significance

Circa 1865-circa 1873

Significant Dates

Circa 1865-circa 1873

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A_____________________

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Unknown____

Narrative Statement of Significance - (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliography References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_ previous determination of individual listing (36 X State Historical Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State agency

_ previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency
_ previously determined eligible by the National _ Local government 

Record _ University
_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other
_ recorded by American Buildings Survey Name of repository

# _______ ______________________________
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________



J. G. and Regina Long House_____________________ Jasper County. Iowa
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2 acres +/-

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

l| />5~ | Vf'ff 6?3<2 Kfe^£35verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a 

Zone Easting Northing continuation sheet)'

2 I _. _[_ __ ___ __ I ___ Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on 

Zone Easting Northing a continuation sheet)

3 I _.

Zone Easting Northing

4| _.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _________William C. Page. Public Historian

organization ______________________________________ date ___June 6. 1994

street & number ______520 East Sheridan Avenue__________ telephone 515-243-5740: FAX 515-243-7285 

city or town Des Moines state Iowa _______zip code 50313

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs - Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items - (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name ___________Michael R. Salier____________________________ 

street & number _______R. R. #l.Box 247-A_____________ telephone 515-259-3187

city or town Monroe state Iowa___________ zip code 50170

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 
20013-7127: and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

Sited on approximately four acres of land and located directly adjacent to County Road F70 about one- 
half mile west of the city limits of Monroe, Iowa, the J. G. and Regina Long House at Maple Grove 
Hill Farm forms the centerpiece of the home grounds, one portion of an imposing mid-Nineteenth 
Century farmstead, whose ownership is now under multiple title holders.

This nomination contains four resources: two contributing resources-the house itself and an historic 
summer kitchen, and two noncontributing resources-a circa 1915 garage and a modern pole barn.

HOUSE

Exterior

The J. G. and Regina Long House is a large and imposing ell-shaped, single-family dwelling, resting 
on a stone foundation, constructed of wood frame, and clad with narrow weather board siding. The 
house consists of two units, each 2-1/2 stories in height The west unit, measuring approximately 38' 
x 20', is covered with a side-gable roof. It faces west. The east unit, measuring approximately 28' x 
20', is also covered with a side-gable roof and faces south. The gable roofs of both these units tie into 
each other at right angles, and a two-story porch is located in the ell formed by them.

A wooden water table, made of horizontal boards, surrounds the building. Each corner of the house is 
embellished with corner columns and caps.

The windows of this house are richly decorated. All the first and second floor windows feature heavy 
hood molds fabricated of wood in segmental arch configurations. The windows feature 6/6 double 
hung sash. Windows in the half story of the east, west, and north gable ends, are paired, feature 
Gothic arches, capped with heavy hood molds repeating the Gothic arch motif. Extensive employment 
is made of the blinded window—a window frame and hold mold situated on the exterior of the house 
and infilled with clapboard without an actual window sash. Three of the building's four elevations 
contain blinded windows. The west elevation, for example, contains one of them on both the first and 
the second floors. Blinded windows help convey a feeling of symmetry to the exterior fenestration of 
a building where actual windows were not desired in the rooms themselves. Blinded windows are not 
rare within Italianate styling in Iowa; examples can also be found in Iowa City, for example. Working 
shutters flank many of the windows in the Long House and further enrich its fenestration.

Architectural embellishments at the entrances to this house are also exuberant The south and west 
entrances each feature a recessed doorway, surmounted by a semi-circular fanlight, flanked by side
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light windows with paneled walls in the recessed areas, and capped with heavy semi-circular hood 
molds supported by brackets. The entrance on the south originally featured a stoop porch, which is 
pictured in an historic drawing (see Continuation Sheet 7-9). This porch is nonextant Although 
similar in architectural detailing, the placement of entrances on the south and west elevations is 
distinct The entrance is centrally placed on the west elevation, while it is off-set on the south 
elevation. By comparison, the entrances on the east and north elevations are restrained, featuring 
segmental arch hood molds.

Each elevation of the house contains wide eaves, which are embellished with paired brackets. A 
cluster of three brackets is situated at the peak of each gable end of the building.

These architectural details call attention to the steeply pitched roof of this house. The roof of the west 
unit is steeper than the east unit because its run is shorter than that of the east. Although probably 
covered with wood shingles originally, this roof is now covered with asphalt shingles.

One interior, brick chimney is centrally located on the ridge of the east unit. It has been rebuilt and its 
original chimney cap is missing. An historic drawing of the building indicates three chimneys 
originally served the house—the extant one, as well as two others paired on the ridge of the west unit.

A two-story porch is situated within the ell of this house. It is covered by the roof of the east unit. 
The porch features single and paired columns, turned from wood, a wooden railing on two sides of 
the second floor, and delicate wooden brackets on the first floor.

This building is counted as one contributing resource to the property.

Interior

The floorplan of the house features formal rooms on the first floor of the west unit, with service rooms 
on the first floor of the east unit. The second, or chamber, floor is given over to a series of bedrooms. 
The living room and parlor, located in the west unit, are connected by a large doorway with pocket 
doors, the parlor stands to the south and the living room to the north. The south entrance to the house 
gives access to the parlor, while the west entrance to the house gives access to the living room. The 
room which now serves as the kitchen may originally have been the dining room.

The interior of the building features restrained architectural details. Woodwork is generally pine with 
rich patina on what may be original finishes. The outside finishes on the windows in the staircase 
addition (originally the exterior of the house, as discussed below) feature milk paint false graining. 
This graining may have been done when the staircase was constructed or may date to an earlier period. 
The house contains no fireplace surroundings or other significant woodwork.
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Integrity

An alteration to the building occurred circa 1902 when titie to the property passed to Charles A. Long. 
At this time, a two-story addition was installed in the ell of the house. This 7' x 10' addition contains 
a staircase connecting the first and second floors of the west unit Prior to this time, occupants needed 
to use a staircase in the east unit to access floors in the west unit. The doorways to the staircase in the 
west unit appear to be the same ones that served the porch previously.

The staircase is constructed of pine and features a dogleg configuration. The newel cap on the landing 
is peculiar. Carved from wood, it features a nude male figure embracing a semi-clad female figure, 
both of whom look through the staircase window to the farmyard beyond.

Although the construction of this addition altered somewhat the design of the south elevation, its 
impact is relatively minor. The roof was not changed and it could be argued that this historic addition 
is, indeed, reversible.

In conclusion, the integrity of the J. G. and Regina Long House remains high. It is well-maintained 
and structurally sound. The only significant change to the building was the circa 1902 staircase 
addition discussed above.

Lore

This dwelling is locally known as "the haunted house." A female wraith, projecting an image of 
haunting, albeit benign, sorrow, has appeared over the years to individuals in different rooms. The 
present owner, who has experienced the phenomenon, believes the figure to be Regina Hiskey Long, 
second wife of J. G. Long, because of its resemblance to a photograph of her (see Continuation Sheet 
8-19).

An unrelated matter of lore concerns a local claim that Civil War veteran Philip H. Sheridan, General 
USA, was related to J. G. Long and visited him at Maple Grove Hill Farm following the debacle at the 
Battle of the Little Big Horn. Research undertaken during this nomination did not substantiate this 
claim. Although Sheridan returned to Chicago following the Little Big Horn, his autobiography 
relates that Sheridan took a northern route, bypassing Iowa (Sheridan:A). Sheridan's family 
relationship with Long could be neither proved nor ctisproved.

SUMMER KITCHEN

This is a small, one-story structure, resting on a stone foundation, clad with novelty siding, and 
covered with a steeply-pitched, side gabled roof. Its facade features two bays, containing a door and 
the other a 1/1 double-hung sash window. The door features four wood panels whose design and
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construction resemble that of the house and suggest contemporary construction. The steep pitch of its 
roof also resembles that of the house.

Indeed, the summer kitchen may be the resource pictured in an historic image of the property (see 
Continuation Sheet 7-9). If so, it has been relocated from a site at east and rear of the house to its 
present site at the west and rear of the garage and its shed porch removed.

After relocation to its present site, the summer kitchen housed a Delco power unit prior to rural 
electrification in the area.

This structure is counted as one contributing resource to the property.

GARAGE

This is a one-story structure clad with boards and battens and covered with a steeply-pitched, facade 
gable roof. Its facade, which faces south, contains one bay, which provides an opening for a large, 
overhead door. The garage appears to have been constructed during the first quarter of the Twentieth 
Century. It is sited at the west and rear of the house and is not intrusive to the site.

This building is counted as one noncontributing resource to the property.

POLE BARN

Constructed in 1991, this pole barn serves as a stable. Sited behind the house to the northwest, the 
pole barn is not intrusive to the site.

This building is counted as one noncontributing resource to the property.

SITE

The Long Family name chose the name "Maple Grove Hill" to denote this property. As this name 
suggests, topography plays an important role for it as a site. Situated near the top of a hill, an historic 
drawing in the 1875 Andreas Atlas of Iowa (see Continuation Sheet 7-9) shows the basic setting of the 
farmstead at that time. The farmstead, which is situated near the crest of a hill, is bisected by a road. 
Land falls off to the east from this hill. (Since that time, the grade of the road has been cut much 
deeper, so that the house now occupies an even higher prominence than pictured.)

The 1875 historic image of Maple Grove Hill illustrates two distinct land-use areas comprising this 
property: the home grounds and the farmyard. Each of these land-use areas were planned and sited 
according to different agricultural functions. The domestic activities of the farm were located north of
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the road, and the livestock activities were located south (and downwind) of the road. Thus the road 
served a historic function both in terms of transportation and within the farm.

The historic image also shows that both the home grounds and the farmyard were further defined 
according to land-use subsections.

Home Grounds

The home grounds house the domestic functions of the farmstead and consist of three land-use 
subsections. The west section contains the main house, a door yard garden, and a summer kitchen. 
This section of is defined by a picket fence, which surrounds it on at least on three sides. The east 
section contains a stable and pasture for horses. This section is defined by slat fencing. The north 
section, located in a swale at the rear of the house, is given over to orchards. Although not pictured, a 
vegetable garden was undoubtedly also located on the home grounds.

This historic image shows careful regard for landscaping the site. These improvements include 
definition of land-use areas by fences, a variety of fence designs, including split rail, running rail, and 
picket, a door yard garden containing a gate, pedestrians walks, floral beds, specimen trees, and two 
birdhouses, and extensive plantings of trees on the site. While none of these improvements remain 
extant today, the land-use areas have.

The house features door yards on the south, east, and west. The south door yard is the smallest 
because the house itself is situated near the highway right-of-way. The east door yard is much larger. 
It continues to function—as shown on in the 1875 drawing-as an open space. This area is said to have 
served as a stopping place for the Western Stage Company and their stagecoach service. The house 
door on the east is said to have provided an entrance for this purpose. The west door yard presently 
serves as the primarily entrance to the site, because the vehicular driveway is situated here.

Farmyard

The agricultural portion of the farmstead stands on the south side of the road. This area contains the J. 
G. and Regina Long Barn, a shed, hog shelter, windmill, and windbreak. The farmyard is pictured in 
the Andreas illustration. An historic photograph of this area also survives. Looking to the northeast, 
it pictures a large grove of trees where the farmyard is located, as well as the home grounds and the 
house (see Photograph #6).

While structures associated with the farmyard are located near the top of the hill, land for pasture and 
crops slopes to the south. Some of the trees pictured in this historic photograph no doubt consisted of 
fruit species. Other trees, such as those planted along the road and in the door yard of the house, 
appear to be ornamentals. The Long Family's name for the property, "Maple Grove Hill," provides a 
clue for these latter. As emigrants from Pennsylvania, the Longs undoubted planted this species,
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native to their home-state, on their new property in the West, where it was not indigenous. Several 
mature maple trees survive on the site today.

The farmyard is not counted as a resource for this property. For the purposes of this nomination, only 
the home grounds are included in the National Register boundary. This is because ownership of the 
farmyard is held in another title to that of the home grounds.

SURROUNDINGS

The countryside surrounding the J. G. and Regina Long House is rural. Land is cultivated for 
agricultural purposes or used as pasture. Several suburban acreages have been constructed nearby 
since World War n, but land-use remains mostly agricultural.

About the same time the J. G. and Regina Long House was constructed, J. S.. Long, J. G.'s brother, 
also built a farmstead in Jasper County. The 1875 Andreas atlas also pictures it (see Continuation 
Sheet 7-10). The architectural similarity of the two farmhouses is notable. The J. S. Long House is 
no longer standing. In the late Nineteenth Century, a tornado destroyed this property. The J. S. Long 
farmstead was located in Palo Alto Township of Jasper County and contained 2,250 acres of land. 
According to the Andreas atlas, this farmstead was named "Glen Farm."
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa.

SITE MAP
ARROW LOCATES PROPERTY

41 8 30'
93°0?'30' «90 491 KNOXVILLE 13 MI.,, 12 110000 FEET

CHARITON 38 Ml.

5'

IOWA

Source: U.S.G.S. Map (7.5 Minute Series), Monroe [Iowa] Quadrangle, 1971.
QUADRANGLE LOCATION
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa.

VICINITY AND SITE IN 1875
LONG ARROW LOCATES J. G. LONG HOUSE, SHORT ARROW LOCATES J. S. LONG HOUSE

Source: Andreas Atlas, p. 54. Q
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J. G. AND REGINA LONG HOUSE
DRAWING PUBLISHED IN 1875

G«ovt \\\\-\I , RESIDENCE o. J. G.LONG, SEC. 26, FAIRVIEW TT, JASPER Co., IOWA, P.O.Mdnss iaomroc,iim.

Source: Andreas Alias, p. 238.
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa.

J. S. AND LORETTA LONG HOUSE
NONEXTANT HOUSE OF J. G. LONG'S BROTHER. DRAWING PUBLISHED IN 1875

Source: Andreas Atlas, p. 243.
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J. G. AND REGINA LONG HOUSE
ALBUMEN PHOTOGRAPH CIRCA 1880

Source: Collection of Michael R. Salier.
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J. G. AND REGINA LONG HOUSE
FIRST FLOOR SKETCH PLAN

Not-to-scale sketch by Michael R. Salier.
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa.

J. G. AND REGINA LONG HOUSE
SECOND FLOOR SKETCH PLAN

.
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Not-to-scale sketch by Michael R. Salier.
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa.

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SITE MAP
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Source: Aerial Map, Sidwell Company, Chicago, 1992.
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J. G. and Regina Long House, Jasper County, Iowa

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

Located near the western city limits of Monroe, Iowa, the J. G. and Regina Long House at Maple 
Grove Hill Farm is significant, under Criterion C and on the local level, as an outstanding embodiment 
of Victorian residential architecture influenced by eclectic tastes and embellished with rich detailing. 
The property also calls attention to concepts of Victorian landscape architecture. Constructed between 
circa 1870, the house would appear to be architect designed, but the identity of such an individual is, 
as yet, unknown. This edifice is distinguished by its large scale fenestration, and rich Italianate- 
inspired trimwork. Other design influences include Gothic Revival styling and vernacular traditions of 
Pennsylvania origin.

The period of significance for this property under Criterion C is circa 1870, the time of house 
construction.

HOUSE

The J. G. and Regina Long House stands as an outstanding Victorian example of eclectic architectural 
taste and landscape design. The edifice features Italianate influenced elements and details. These 
include the paired and triplet brackets (which give the style its other name of "Bracketed"), strongly 
delineated hood molds, and delicate columns and trimwork on the porch. The steeply pitched roof and 
the Gothic arched windows of its upper story point to a Gothic Revival influence. The west elevation, 
with its symmetrical 5-bay design, points to the influence of vernacular architecture traditions, 
probably of Long's native Pennsylvania.

The siting and massing of this edifice call attention to Victorian concepts of landscape architecture. 
The building contains two primary facades. As a circa 1880 photograph illustrates, the building was 
designed to be viewed from two directions.

Popular during the first generation of this area's growth, the Italianate taste influenced a number of 
early local residences in the surrounding countryside. While most of these buildings are vernacular in 
nature-the Italianate influence signaled mostly by two-story cube massing and low-pitched roofs with 
hipped configuration~a few houses manifest a high-style Italianate influence. This is achieved 
through an asymmetrical massing of a gable-front-and-wing design and a richness of architectural 
detail. The Long House is an exceptionally refined expression of such houses. In addition to its el- 
shaped asymmetry, the building features flared roofs, elaborately paired brackets, delicate front porch, 
and carved hood molds above the windows.

Built within a decade of Monroe's founding, the Long House dramatically expresses the optimism and
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economic vitality, which Monroe experienced during its early years when its location on a major over­ 
land route from the southeast to Des Moines seemed to insure its future growth. The wealth of 
decorative elements in this house also calls attention to the local availability of manufactured building 
materials, which the railroad's arrival in Monroe provided. As one Jasper County history has noted:

In 1865, November 24th, the first freight was received--a car load of lumber-over the Des 
Moines Valley Road, which had been slowly making its way northward. From that time 
forward, the improvement of the town has been uniform and satisfactory." 
(1878 History of Jasper County. Iowa, p. 475).

The Long House illustrates the delicacy, which Italianate styling can convey. The thin porch columns, 
tall chimneys with their decorative caps, and tall windows project a vertical feeling, while the 
symmetrically placed fenestration the hood molds above the doors and windows provide horizontal 
rhythm.

The wide eaves of this building convey picturesqueness, provide the building with protection from 
elements, and impart a feeling of security. The building's elaborate brackets obtain further visual 
effect because they are paired. While these brackets help support the wide eaves, they also provide 
points of visual attraction.

A two-story porch is situated within the el and is covered by its gable-end roof. A two-story wing is 
situated between the porch and the other block of the house, which serves as a stairwell on the interior. 
The roof is steeply pitched. Although originally probably covered with wood shingles, this roof is 
now covered with asphalt shingles. One interior, brick chimney is centrally located on the ridge of the 
side-gable. It has been rebuilt and its original chimney cap is missing. An historic drawing of the 
building indicates that, originally, three chimneys served the house—the extant one, as well as two 
others centrally located on the ridge of the facade-gable.

The house exhibits the builder's attempt to achieve visual symmetry. Where this is not possible for 
internal reasons, false bays are installed on the exterior. This is evident on the second story of the east 
elevation, the second story of the south elevation, and the first and second stories of the west 
elevation. In each of these instances, windows are suggested by window framing and hood molds, 
whose detail matches those of functioning windows. Many of the windows presently have fixed 
shutters.
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J. G. AND REGINA LONG BARN

The J. G. and Regina Long Barn is located directly across the highway from the Long House. This 
barn is not included in this nomination because it is owned by another title holder. The following is 
information attached, nonetheless, because of its interest.

The Long Barn is well-preserved example of a Pennsylvania forebay design, additionally significant as 
an example of an unusual subtype-the gable end subtype-within this design category. (The forebay 
is an extension of one exterior wall beyond the foundation and the majority such barns place the 
forebay along the side.) Further investigation is needed, however, to document and evaluate the gable 
end subtype in Central Iowa.

SIGNIFICANCE IN RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SIMILAR PROPERTIES

The J. S. ("Jesse") and Loretta Long House is pictured on Continuation Sheet 7-10. It is almost 
identical in design to the J. G. ("Joe") and Regina Long House. Differences include the fact that 
Jesse's house featured cornice returns, while Joe's did not. While it is not known if the same 
contractor-builder[s] built both buildings, they clearly originated in the same design.

Other improvement in the home grounds and farmyard of these two farmsteads also show similarities. 
These include employment of rail fences, bird houses, siting of the home grounds and the farmyard on 
opposite sides of the road, and the conscious choice of locating these farmsteads to be bisected by the 
public right-of-way.

While it is greatly to be regretted that Jesse and Loretta' house no longer stands, this fact increases the 
significance of Joe and Regina's.

Because a comprehensive architectural survey of Jasper County has never been completed, it is 
difficulty to evaluate the J. G. and Regina Long House in county-wide context. This fact 
notwithstanding, the architectural concept of this building, as well as its detailing, elevates it above 
many, if not most, surviving farmhouses exhibiting Italianate stylistic influences in Jasper County.

FAMILY ASSOCIATION WITH THIS PROPERTY

The Longs of Green County, Pennsylvania were an old-line Keystone State family dating, at least, 
from the Eighteenth Century. Two brothers, John and Joe, and possibly other family, emigrated to 
Iowa in the years prior to the American Civil War.

Iowa land was relatively cheap at this time, particularly for people with cash to pay for it Joe Long 
and his elder brother Jesse Long came to Iowa as men of substance. By the 1875, for example, Jesse
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had acquired 2,200 acres of land (Andreas:243).

Further evidence of the Longs' substance are the homes and farm outbuildings which they proceeded 
to erect. Jesse's farm in Palo Alto Township of Jasper County quickly became a showplace. (See 
Continuation Sheet 7-10.) Joe's property, "Maple Hill Grove Farm," located Fairview Township, 
likewise became a showplace. (See Continuation Sheet 7-9.) As has already been noted, each house 
resembled the other.

What follows below are individual sketches of members of the Long Family. Historical significance 
under National Register Criterion B is not claimed for this family or any individual member at this 
time. The following biographical sketches are provided as additional information for this nomination.

J. G. Long (1828-190n

Joseph Grayson Long, known as "Joe Long" but invariably referred to in print as "J. G. Long," was 
born in Green County, Pennsylvania in 1828. He married Mary Bussey.

In 1878 John G. Long was a trustee of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Monroe, Iowa (1878 
History of Jasper County. Iowa, p. 478). The "John" of this entry may be incorrect for the J. G. of 
this sketch. This source also notes that J. G. Long was a stock raiser (Ibid.:56l).

Suicide and mental illness plagued the Long family. In 1875, J. S. Long, J. G's eldest brother, 
committed suicide. In 1896, John B. Long, J. G's eldest child, died in Denver, Colorado, from a 
self-inflicted pistol shot. A few years later, J. G's own health declined. As a newspaper account 
relates

Mr. Joe Long, living a mile west of Monroe, became insane, was adjudged a fit inmate 
for the asylum at Mt Pleasant by the commissioners and has been taken thence. He is a 
man over seventy years of age and a wealthy stock raiser. He was a brother of Jesse 
Long, who committed suicide on his farm a number of years ago. (Newton Journal, July 
5, 1899).

Long remained in the Mount Pleasant institution for about one year. Later, after an improvement, 
Long returned home. His condition deteriorated over the next year's time, however, and he died on 
March 12,1901 at the home farm.

M. R. Salier, the present owner of the Long House, relates from local oral traditions that Joe Long 

bred short horn cattle and was in fact a "cattle baron." He loved horses and once tied a
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man to a fence post (hired hand I believe) for beating a horse. I have been told he was a 
Quaker and had a terrible temper according to his relatives I've met. He copied the house 
after some in Pennsylvania or New England-again because of the great time span 
envolved, this information is in "bits and pieces." I've written the last Long that visited 
me for copies of the Photos she had. (Letter of Correspondence)

On his death, J. G. was possessed of 300 acres of land in Fairview Township in Monroe County. 
This real estate, as well as his personal property, was divided among his survivors. Charles A. Long, 
his son, later acquired title to Maple Hill Grove Farm.

Mary Bussey Long (c. 1838-18??)

Mary Bussey Long was the first wife of J. G. Long. To this union were born four children, John 
Bussey Long, Edward G. Long, Thomas Kinsey Long, and William R. Long. Mary apparently died 
before the Long family moved to Iowa.

Regina Hiskev Long (1840-1925)

Regina Hiskey Long, daughter of John and Louisa Hiskey and second wife of J. G. Long, was born 
in 1840 in Richland County, Ohio. A schoolteacher by training, she married J. G. Long in 1865. To 
this union were born two sons, Charles A. Long and Walter C. Long (see below for biographical 
sketches of them).

Following her husband's death in 1901, Regina remained living in the Long House until her own 
passing in 1925.

Charles A. Long (1865-1941)

Charles A. Long, eldest son of J. G. and Regina Long, held title to Maple Grove Hill from 1902 until 
about 1934. A local newspaper account relates that

Maple Hill Farm will remain in the Long family. Charley bought the home place, 300 acres, last 
Saturday. (The Newton Record, January 16,1902)

From about 1911, however, he lived in nearby Monroe, Iowa.

Long was a prominent farmer and successful businessman. In addition to extensive agricultural
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interests in Jasper and Story Counties, Long developed the light plant and telephone company in the 
city of Monroe. In 1932, he sold the franchise for the light plant to Iowa Power and Light Company 
of Des Moines. The telephone company remained a family operation until 1952 when Joseph D. 
Long, son of Charles, sold the business.

Charles A. Long died accidentally in 1941, the victim of a car-truck collision near Colfax, Iowa.

J. B. Long

J(oseph) B. Long (1856-1896) was the son of J. G. and Mary Long.

J. S. Long (1823-1875^

J. S. Long, known as Jesse and elder brother of J. G. Long, was born in Green County Pennsylvania 
in 1823. He married a woman, whose name is not presently known, to whom one daughter was 
born. In 1858, Jesse and his daughter relocated to Iowa. Jesse married Loretta Rinehart, his second 
wife, in 1867.

In 1875 at the age of 52, Jesse committed suicide on his farm. A 1878 county history reported:

Jesse S. Long, a wealthy resident of Jasper County, an extensive breeder of thorough-bred 
cattle and president of the Newton National Bank, committed suicide by hanging, on the 
30th of August. He had been insane at intervals for several months. He bore an 
unblemished character. (History of Jasper County, Iowa: 1878:407)

The perplexity of his death remained in the public mind. In 1912, for example, a county history 
reported that:

There are many costly monuments [in the Monroe cemetery], including the John D. Long 
[editor incorrect as text proceeds to describe J. S. Long's grave marker] shaft, forty feet 
high, of white marble, surmounted by an angel figure of rare design. This monument 
was raised by a Philadelphia firm who had to send a special freight wagon to draw the 
material from the railroad to the cemetery, so huge were the parts, including the great 
granite base. This monument, which cost ten thousand dollars was erected to the 
memory of the great cattle raiser and "cattle king" of Jasper county, who at one time just 
before his death had eight hundred acres of Jasper county land and a mansion on one tract 
of it. Strange to relate, and seemingly without case, Mr. Long took his own life by 
hanging, about ten days prior to a great imported stock sale he was to have on his farm.
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He left a daughter by his first marriage and his second, wife, who was buried beside him 
in the spring of 1911. (History of Jasper County, Iowa 1912:295).

Loretta Long, Jesse's widow, later remarried. A. C. Shropshire, her second husband, continued 
Jesse's successful operation of Glen Farm, as the following account witnesses:

[A. C. Shropshire] is principally engaged in raising thorough-bred stock; he has one of 
the best stock farms in the State, as well as the finest herd of short horn cattle, and the 
best thorough-bred Clydesdale and Cleveland bred horses, Poland-'China and Berkshire 
hogs, Cotswold and other fine breeds of sheep; persons desiring thorough-bred horses, 
cattle, sheep and hogs, would do well to write to him for a catalogue, or call on him at 
his home, "Glen Farm," six miles north of Monroe, and seven miles south of Newton.

A tornado destroyed the J. S. and Loretta Long House at Glen Farm later in the Nineteenth Century.

METHODOLOGY

Although at no time was the National Register eligibility of the J. G. and Regina Long House 
questioned, the preparation of this nomination faced questions of multiple ownership and site integrity.

Presently, Maple Grove Hill Farm is owned by multiple title holders. The home grounds, located on 
the north side of the road; the farm yard, located on the south side of the road; and fields are each 
owned separately. This posed difficulties in the registration of the farm as a unit. In point of fact, 
only the owner of the J. G. and Regina Long House was interested in present at listing this building 
on the National Register.

At an early stage in the preparation of this nomination, the consulting historian and State Historical 
Society of Iowa discussed a variety of registration formats. The possibility of a Maple Grove Hill 
Farm historic district was explored. This would allow for the immediate nomination of the home 
grounds as one land-use area with the potential for future listing of other land-use areas on the farm. 
This format was rejected, however, because of integrity questions. It could not be shown that the 
home grounds retained integrity as a land-use area. The home grounds had, for example, have lost 
their stables, orchards, many landscape architectural features, and the summer kitchen appears to have 
been moved to a new location on the site.

In the end, it was decided to approach this project as the individual nomination of the house itself. 
This resource retains high integrity, its architectural design is outstanding, and its eligibility for 
nomination to the National Register under Criterion C is strong. The name for this resource was then
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discussed and fashioned in such a way as to convey its relationship with its historic context. "Maple 
Grove Hill" has historic precedent. Already by 1875, the Long Family had christened their farm after 
this favorite tree of their native Pennsylvania. (The family continued to call the farm "Maple Hill" 
throughout the Twentieth Century, as evinced by the 1990 comments of Frances R. Long cited in the 
bibliography on Continuation Sheet 9-21). National Register conventions prompted inclusion of the 
original property owner's names for that of the resource. "The J. G. and Regina Long House" 
emerged as a result with "Maple Grove Hill Farm" as a common name.

The present scope of this nomination contract excluded an investigation of the J. G. and Regina Long 
Barn and its associations with Maple Grove Hill Farm. The nomination of the J. G. and Regina Long 
House provides, however, a method for the future registration of the barn as an individual nomination.
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Maple Hill/in early days

I have a feeling that this picture was taken some time earlier-judging by the trees. (I trust 
that tree at the far left of the other picture is a tree--I hope it is not just smudge.)

It would also be reasonable to assume that this picture was earlier or they would be more 
inclined then to take a larger area--(both sides of the road.)

Comments by Frances Regina Long, granddaughter of J. G. Long (Aug. 24,1990)

Sidwell Company, The; Chicago; 1992. Aerial photographic maps of Jasper County curated in the 
Jasper County Assessor's Office.

ORAL INFORMANTS

Salier, Michael R. with William C. Page; October 26,1991, February 8,1992, May 23, 1994.

Letter of Correspondence; Michael R. Salier to William C. Page; June 10,1994. Salier discusses his 
oral informant interviews with David Rexrote and Frances Long and responds to requests for 
information from Page. A transcription follows:

Will: June 10, 1994

Read your letter and request for info on the Long Property. Regarding the "Summer 
Kitchen" and its present location, I have been told by at least two (2) people that the 
structure now located west of the house was in fact the "old" warm weather kitchen as told 
to me by Francis Long, granddaughter of J. G. Long, who was born in the house in or 
around 1913. Also a local man David Rexrote, who worked for the Longs during and 
after WWI as a boy told me the "Delco Building" was the old summer kitchen, and during 
summer months farm hands, work crews, etc. were served at the "end" of the little house 
and sat on the "Back porch" and ate in the shade of several large Maple trees that once 
were there. Mr. Rexrote has since passed away last winter, but visited the house several 
times before his death. Mr. Rexroth stated shortly after WWI the summer kitchen was 
"closed up" for some time, it was then moved to its present location and was used as the 
Delco Battery House, the house was lined with batteries and a generator/charger was run 
off of a large belt and pulley driven by the windmill. The drive shaft and large pulley, 
wood grease bearings, are still there. The building has an oak floor, plaster walls, and an 
"attic" of some sort. It also has a brick chimney at the west end, not the center as 
illustrated in the atlas, I would assume because of the drive shaft, pulleys, batteries and 
the like the chimney was probably moved out of the way to where it is at present. The 
windows and door ways are trimmed with fancy wooden moldings, the front door is
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identical to several located in the house, and today I again checked the serving window as 
described by Rexrote and, yes, it's larger, longer and shows wear at the bottom observable 
from the inside I'm assuming due to the many meals slid over the wooden counter at the 
window. I'm planning on restoring, and possibly moving, the structure to where it was 
back in 1875.

Next question regarding landscape architecture on the grounds. All side walks are still 
present as illustrated in the atlas, iron fence was torn down during WWII "Iron drives" to 
supply the army (per D. Rexrote) it is all gone. The only tree observed in the illustration 
that appears still standing is the tree I've indicated with high-liter. The tree now stands 
about 80-90' high and is huge. It is a Hackberry and was told by an owner of a tree 
service I hired to remove several stumps, dead trees, etc. to me it's one of the biggest he's 
ever seen, well over a hundred years old. No bird houses remain, flower beds gone (but 
one on table to be reintroduced spring '95).

Next question regarding the stable shown again in the atlas. Yes, it was the stable, when 
it was removed I don't know. But I do know when the house was under construction that 
now stands on the site, dozens of relics, i. e. harness, horse shoes, buckles, hitch chains, 
etc. were found all over the area disrupted by the earth moving/construction there. This 
may be verified by the present owner Steve Schaf?] (515) 259-3447, of Monroe.

The question regarding the garage. I believe the structure referred to being built in 1959 
is the garage. The pole barn north of the garage is 30' x 40' and I had this building put 
up the summer of 1992, July.

I decided to write you instead of calling because I tend to overlook or forget to remember 
items during conversation, so I took all day to jot down notes to myself so I would be 
able to put them together in letter form. Hope this is OK. Keep the photonegatives a 
long as needed.

I hope the information supplied is helpful to you. [Briefly discusses Steve Oswald, 
newscaster of KCCI TV-8 of Des Moines, and crediting William C. Page with the story- 
lead.]

Thanks a lot Will. Looking forward to hearing from you. Call anytime. 

Mike Salier
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Beginning 867.24 feet west of the southeast corner, West 425.30 feet, North 200 
feet, East 424.30 feet, South 200 feet, to the point of beginning, the southeast 
corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 26, Township 
78 North, Range 20 West of the fifth Principal Meridian.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Although many acres of land originally associated with the property have been 
subsequently sold off, the National Register boundary contains all land currently 
held by the title holder of the Long House.


